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P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Cannon River Watershed Habitat Complex - Phase VI

Fund s  Req uested : $1,050,000

Manag er's  Name: Robert McG illivray
T itle: Senior Project Manager
O rg anizatio n: The Trust for Public Land
Ad d ress : 2610 University Ave.
Ad d ress  2: #300
C ity: St. Paul, MN 55114
O ff ice Numb er: 651-999-5307
Email: rjm@tpl.org
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C o unty Lo catio ns: Le Sueur, and Rice.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Prairie

Activity typ es:

Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Wetlands
Forest
Prairie
Habitat

Abstract:

Protect and restore approximately 160 acres in and near the Cannon River watershed, including wetlands, prairies, Big Woods forest,
and river and shallow lake shoreline to reverse habitat loss, improve watershed function and provide access.

Design and scope of  work:

The Cannon River Watershed Habitat Complex Phase VI effort will prevent degradation and loss of quality and diversity of habitat in the
prairie section of the State as well as degradation of water quality in the Cannon River watershed. In addition, it will increase the
amount of available public lands for hunting and angling opportunities, especially within an easy drive for over half of the state’s
population. 

Located south of the Twin Cities metro in an area that has seen development pressure due to the I-35 corridor and the Cannon Lakes,
much of this area has already suffered fragmentation and habitat loss. Historically inhabited by Big Woods, the landscape is now
dominated by agricultural fields and, to a lesser extent, development. Agricultural practices and shoreline development are also the
major contributors to the impaired status of stretches of the Cannon River and its associated lakes and streams. 

This conservation effort is part of a multi-year effort that includes acquisition, protection, and restoration of core parcels of land that
will contribute to a large complex of restored prairies, grasslands, wetlands, lakeshore, and river shoreline. 

The DNR’s Southern Region Conservation Focus Area assessment tool ranked the Cannon River area as having the highest level of inter-
divisional conservation priority when examined at the landscape level. 

Acquisitions are targeted toward existing large wetland/upland complexes, rare communities (Big Woods forest, tamarack swamp),
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shallow lakes, river shoreline, and lands adjacent to existing protected areas. There is an effort underway which involves several
partners (including The Cannon River Watershed Partnership, The Nature Conservancy and MN DNR) for landscape planning in the
Cannon River watershed. This effort may be able to help the Partnership further identify priority conservation opportunities and
protection strategies for high biodiversity areas. 

Protection and restoration of these significant parcels will provide critical habitat for game species, including migratory waterfowl
(mallards, canvasback, wood ducks, hooded mergansers, pintails, and lesser scaup), upland birds (dove, turkey, pheasant, and
woodcock), white tail deer, and fish (northern pike, black crappies, bluegills, and walleye). Protection will also provide access for a
diversity of recreational experiences including duck, pheasant, turkey and deer hunting as well as river, stream, and lake fishing. Non-
game wildlife, including species in G reatest Conservation Need, likely to benefit from this protection and restoration work includes
Bald Eagle, Bell’s Vireo, Cerulean Warbler, Loggerhead Shrike, Sandhill Crane, Red-headed Woodpecker, G reater Yellowlegs, Buff-
breasted Sandpiper, Blanding’s Turtle, Mudpuppies, and the G iant Floater, a species of freshwater mussel. 

Protecting and restoring vegetative cover within basins and the riparian areas of the lakes, rivers and streams in this focus area will also
help protect water quality by reducing surface water runoff and by providing ecological services such as infiltration through natural
buffers to our waterways. All wildlife, and humans, will benefit from improved water quality. 

Work will be completed in phases depending on funding availability and landowner willingness to sell. Properties targeted for
acquisition and restoration as part of this Phase VI request to LSOHC (FY17) includes the parcels listed in the Phase V request to LSOHC
(FY16) and the following new parcels: 

Caron Lake AMA - Tract 1 (Rice County) 
These 80 acres of croplands, grasslands, and wetlands include lands riparian to the shallow Caron Lake and an unditched tributary,
Devil’s Creek, which is rare in this area of the state. The property is adjacent to the Caron Lake Aquatic Management Area. 

Horseshoe Lake AMA - Tracts 3, 4 and 5 (LeSueur County) 
These parcels would be a valuable addition to the 160+ acres that are already protected and managed as AMAs. If these properties are
acquired, roughly half of Horseshoe Lake would be protected from development and the habitat loss that accompanies it. 

G erman Lake AMA - Tracts 1 and 2 (LeSueur County) 
These 108 acres, with over a 1/4 mile of shoreline, are a high priority for fisheries in that they contain very high quality bulrush stands
that are becoming rare in the Waterville Fisheries Area.

Crops:

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

How does the request  address MN habitats that have: historical value to f ish and wildlif e, wildlif e
species of  greatest  conservation need, MN County Biological Survey data, and/or rare, threatened
and endangered species inventories:

All of the areas targeted by the Trust for Public Land have been identified and prioritized through state, regional and local natural
resource plans due to their high biodiversity and connectivity. The Cannon River watershed includes Big Woods, oak savannas,
wetlands and sensitive shorelines, which provide habitat for a variety of Species of G reatest Conservation need.

What is the nature of  urgency and why it  is necessary to spend public money f or this work as soon as
possible:

Sensitive land in the Cannon River Watershed continues to be converted to rural residential development and agricultural production.
Protection and proper stewardship of high natural resource land is important for maintaining what is left of the region’s unimpaired
waters. Protecting this land is critical before it becomes degraded.

Describe the science based planning and evaluation model used:

The project uses the Minnesota Biological Survey, and G IS mapping to identify priority lands for protection and restoration. We also
plan to use the watershed wide landscape planning efforts discussed above to further identify lands in need of protection.

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
project:

H1 Protect priority land habitats
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H2 Protect critical shoreland of streams and lakes

Which other plans are addressed in this proposal:

Minnesota's Wildlife Management Area Acquisition - The Next 50 Years
Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:
P rairie:

Protect, enhance, or restore existing wetland/upland complexes, or convert agricultural lands to new wetland/upland habitat
complexes

Relationship to other f unds:

Environmental and Natural Resource Trust Fund
Clean Water Fund

This effort is seeking the significant portion of funding for acquisition and initial restoration work from the Outdoor Heritage Fund. Past
matching funds have been provided from the Environmental and Natural Resources Trust Fund as part of the Statewide Habitat
Corridors Partnership. The Cannon River Watershed Habitat Complex partners will continue to try to seek additional restoration funds
from the Clean Water Fund.

How does this proposal accelerate or supplement your current ef f orts in this area:

LSOHC funding would provide capital for the land acquisition and funding for the initial restoration work included in this proposal.
These costs are not included in the Trust for Public Land’s organizational budget. LSOHC funding will also reimburse TPL staff time, legal
costs and costs for appraisals, title, environmental investigation, and survey work related to acquisition and restoration work in the
Cannon River area and will accelerate and support our current efforts in this area.

Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Appro priatio n
Year S o urce Amo unt

2011 ENRTF $350,000
2012 ENRTF $200,000
2012 RIM $105,000
2013 RIM $200,000

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

Once the Cannon River Watershed Habitat Complex lands have been acquired and conveyed to the DNR to be managed as a WMA
and/or AMA, initial site development and restoration of these lands will begin. Estimated costs for initial restoration work are included
in this proposal. The Trust for Public Land will work with DNR to complete a restoration plan and implementation of that plan will be
completed in the following years. The property will be managed for the long term as a WMA and/or AMA and will be maintained by the
Minnesota DNR according to their WMA and AMA guidelines.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3

2016 O HF a nd DNR Fish a nd Wildlife Po st pro perty a s  DNR WMA o r
AMA

Develo p
resto ra tio n/ma na g ement
pla n fo r pro perty

2017 DNR Fis h a nd Wildlife
Develo p
resto ra tio n/ma na g ement
pla n fo r pro perty

Resto re  a nd s tewa rd pro perty
fo r ha bita t a nd public
recrea tio n

2018 DNR Fis h a nd Wildlife
Resto re  a nd s tewa rd pro perty
fo r ha bita t a nd public
recrea tio n

Activity Details:

If funded, this proposal will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes
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Will local government approval be sought prior to acquisition - No

Notification will be made unless otherwise required.

Is the land you plan to acquire free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Is this land currently open for hunting and fishing - No

Will the land be open for hunting and fishing after completion - Yes

N/A. All lands acquired will be open to public hunting and fishing.

Accomplishment T imeline:

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
La ndo wner neg o tia tio ns , a g reements  a nd due dilig ence June 30, 2018
La nd a cquired June 30, 2018
Initia l s ite  deve lo pment/res to ra tio n Fa ll 2019

Federal Funding:

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in p rairie reg io n:

Key core parcels are protected for fish, game and other wildlife Core parcels are identified in partnership with the DNR as well as the
partners of the Cannon River Watershed Habitat Complex. Protected lands will be measured in acres.
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Budget Spreadsheet

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $1,050,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $92,000 $44,000 Priva te $136,000
Co ntra cts $35,000 $0 $35,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $853,700 $50,000 Va rio us  s ta te , lo ca l, a nd priva te  funds $903,700
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $3,000 $0 $3,000
Pro fess io na l Services $20,000 $0 $20,000
Direct Suppo rt Services $26,300 $26,300 Priva te $52,600
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $10,000 $0 $10,000
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $10,000 $0 $10,000

To ta l $1,050,000 $120,300 - $1,170,300

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Pro tectio n a nd Leg a l Sta ff 0.30 3.00 $92,000 $44,000 Priva te $136,000

To ta l 0.30 3.00 $92,000 $44,000 - $136,000

Amount of Request: $1,050,000
Amount of Leverage: $120,300
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 11.46%
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 44 52 30 34 160
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 44 52 30 34 160

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie
Resto re 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0
Enha nce 0

To ta l 0

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $220,000 $418,000 $161,000 $251,000 $1,050,000
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $220,000 $418,000 $161,000 $251,000 $1,050,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 160 0 160
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 160 0 160

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $1,050,000 $0 $1,050,000
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $1,050,000 $0 $1,050,000
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T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $5,000 $8,038 $5,367 $7,382
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0

T ab le 6. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $6,563 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

1
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Le S ueur

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
Do ra  La ke  WMA (tra ct
5) 11023210 125 $361,000 No Full Full

G erma n La ke  AMA
(tra cts  1-2) 11024232 109 $600,000 No Full Full

Ho rsesho e La ke  AMA
(tra cts  3-5) 10923212 127 $800,000 No Full Full

Rice

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
Bo yd Sa rte ll WMA
(tra ct 3) 11022210 75 $255,000 No Full Full

Ca ro n La ke  AMA
(tra ct 1) 11022229 80 $480,000 No Full Full

Ca ro n La ke  WMA
(tra cts  4-8) 11022232 586 $1,550,000 No Full Full

Ke lley Dudley
WMA/AMA 11021207 240 $750,000 No Full Full

Le  Ta ma ra cque WMA
(tra ct 28) 11022218 200 $750,000 No Full Full

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

Cannon River Watershed Habitat Complex - Phase VI

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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